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Presents 

Comedy With A Twist of Lemon 
Teacher Guidelines 

All Fantasy Theatre Factory Teacher Guidelines incorporate and support Florida Sunshine 
State Standards. 

 

 
 

Synopsis 
 
This hilarious old-time vaudeville comedy review introduces 
Barnabus B. Lemon and the history of his talented family. 
Hear stories about the whole Lemon gang; Aunt Ima and Aunt 
Ura, Uncles Jack and Real, and don't forget about Lotta 
Lemon. Child and adult alike will be captivated by the magic, 
juggling, ribbons, unicycles, 
and all the excitement that 
Barnabus has up his sleeve. 
Imagination is key for this 
nostalgic melondrama, and 
everyone will leave 
wondering "How'd he do that?" 
These Teacher Guidelines 
include pre and post-show 
classroom activities related 
to the themes of the show. 
These simple, fun, and 
educational activities will 
integrate the performance with academic curriculum, which 
is our goal at Fantasy Theatre. Please complete the 
Evaluation form at the end of the Guidelines. Enjoy the 
show! 

 
Comedy with a Twist of Lemon is based on old-time vaudeville 
variety acts with a "twist" of contemporary references to 
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entertain today's audiences. You can use the show as a 
springboard for learning more about culture in the early 
twentieth century. The information about vaudeville below 
overviews this form of popular entertainment and provides a 
pre-show discussion for students grades 4-8. Please see page 
5 for post-show theatre activities corresponding to this 
subject. 
 

 What is Vaudeville? 
 
Like Movies, Only Better. Vaudeville 
was made up of comedians, singers, 
plate-spinners, ventriloquists, 
dancers, musicians, acrobats, animal 
trainers, and anyone who could keep 
an audience’s interest for more than 
three minutes. For 50 years, from 
1875 to 1925, vaudeville was home to 
more than 25,000 performers and 
was the most popular form of entertainment in America. 
Imagine witnessing performances of Shakespeare, 
acrobatics, singing, dancing, juggling, and comedy-- all in 
the same evening. What's more, the price was right: one 
could go to a vaudeville show for only 5 cents! 
 
Benjamin Franklin Keith is noted as “the father” of 
American Vaudeville. Keith began his career in show 
business working as a grifter and barker with traveling 
circuses in the 1870’s. He returned to his home state of 
Massachusetts and, in 1883, established his own museum in 
Boston featuring “Baby Alice the Midget Wonder” and 
other acts. His success in this endeavor allowed Keith to 
build the Bijou Theatre, a state-of-the-art, fireproof 
theatre, which set the standard for other vaudeville 
theatres. 
Vaudeville theatres, often known as “palaces,” fiercely 
competed trying to outdistance each other in luxury and 
elegance. 
 
Twelve Hour Entertainment Marathons. While in Boston, 
Keith also developed the policy of the 
continuous performance, in which scheduled 
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acts would appear two or three times over a period of 
twelve hours. The continuous performance policy was a 
business tool used to make customers think that the acts 
were wonderful and in demand. It also opened vaudeville 
up to wider audiences than ever before. According to Keith 
it didn’t matter “what time of day you visit, the theatre is 
always occupied by more or less people, the show is in full 
swing, everything is bright, cheerful, and inviting.” The 
performances ranged from the truly talented to the 
simply quirky. There were musicians, such as the piano 
player Eubie Blake, and the child star, Baby Rose Marie. 
There were great acts of physical talent; everything from 
contortionists, to tumblers to dancers such as the 
Nicholas Brothers. Actors performed plays, magicians put 
on shows, jugglers juggled, but the real focus of 
vaudeville was comedy. Many performers became known 
simply by their "signature" act. Many of the big names in 
vaudeville went on to be movie and TV stars, such as Will 
Rogers, Bob Hope, Burns &Allen, and Fanny Brice. Even 
today, shows such as Late Night with David Letterman and 
Saturday Night Live continue the traditions of popular 
variety entertainment. 
 
Sources: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/easton/vaudeville/vaudevillemain.html 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/vaudeville.html 

We Love Lemons! 
Easy, No-Bake Lemon Recipes 

 
Most people think lemons are sour fruits only good for 
flavoring ice tea, but we at Fantasy Theatre know that 
lemons are quite useful and tasty in the right dish. Here 
are some simple recipes to try with your class: 
 

When life hands you lemons, make-- 
Icy Blender Lemonade! 

What you need: 
* 1 large lemon, peeled and seeded   * 1/2 cup white 

sugar, or to taste 
 
* 3 cups cold water     * 6 ice cubes 
 
What you do: 
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Place the lemon, sugar, cold water, and ice cubes into the 
container of a blender. Blend until smooth, and serve 
immediately. 
 
Serves 4. 
 
 Source: recipes.target.com 
 

Move Over, Cheesecake Factory, it's the-- 
"Lemon Lovely" 

What you need 
* 12 Graham crackers, crushed to crumbs   * 6 tb. 

Butter, melted 
 
* 1/4 c. Superfine sugar      * 1/2 ts. 
Cinnamon 
 
*2 tb Water       * 3 1/2 ts Gelatin 
 
* 1 c Lemon juice       * Grated rind of 
1 lemon 
 
* 1 Can evaporated milk (14 1/2 -oz)    * 1/2 c 
Superfine sugar 
 
What you do: 
Combine crumbs, butter, sugar and cinnamon, press two-
thirds of the mixture into the base of a 1 1/2 quart dish, 
approximately 8x9", chill while preparing filling. Sprinkle 
gelatin over water and let soak for a few minutes. In a 
saucepan heat the lemon juice with the rind to a simmer, 
then pour over gelatin, stir continuously so the gelatin is 
thoroughly mixed in. Refrigerate for about 1 hour or 
until mixture begins to thicken. Turn the evaporated milk 
into a bowl and beat it until it is light and fluffy. Beat in 
the sugar and lemon mixture and pour evenly over crumb 
crust. Let chill for a few hours or overnight. Sprinkle the 
remaining crumb crust mixture evenly over the top and 
serve. 
 
Serves 6 to 8 
 
Source: http://www.pastrywiz.com/archive/lemon.htm	
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
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LA.K.5.2.Su.a Listen for informative purposes (e.g., following oral prompts while 

performing tasks). 
 

Create Your Own Vaudeville Act! 
 

“Vaudeville was a people’s culture. What has remained of 
vaudeville is the act—a distillation of a performer’s best 
material into a near-perfect performance piece: the 
product of personality, talent and skill—the 
vaudevillian’s reason for living." ~Frank Cullen, author 
of Vaudeville, Old and New: An Encyclopedia of Variety 
Performers in America.  
 
Vaudeville performers worked for years to perfect their 
acts, making sure it was like no other performer's act. 
Today you will get some pointers on how to create a 
variety performance and present it for a viewing audience. 

 
Tip #1: Start with what you're good at. 
 Is your talent comedy? Singing? Standing on your head? 
Diving off a ladder while playing the ukulele and eating 
raw liver? Pick something--anything--that you are 
confident you can do well and try to work it into a 
routine. 
 
Tip #2: Where's the Story? 
People love a good story, so figure out how your act can 
use storytelling. The act itself, like a good story, needs to 
have a beginning, a middle, and an end. Perhaps you tell a 
story about how the act came to be; for example, Barnabus 
B. Lemon tells stories about the family members who 
taught him how to tell jokes, do card tricks, magic, and 
juggle. Stories can also help you lengthen your act, hold 
the audience's attention, as well as link several different 
acts together. 
 
Tip #3: Practice, Practice, Practice! 
That phrase says it all. Performing takes a lot of time and 
practice to get it right. Make sure your group practices in 
order to know a) the sequence of activity, b) how to get 
from one point in the story to another (transition), and c) 
that each individual's act is strong. Practice your act in 
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front of family and friends before it is time to perform in 
front of an audience. When you have practiced enough, you 
will be confident about what you are doing, and even a 
little stage fright will be unable to stop you! 
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
TH.K.S.1.In.b Participate in play-acting. 
TH.K.S.1.Pa.b Interact with others. 
1st Grade: 
TH.1.S.2.In.a Contribute to collaborative theatrical performance. 
TH.1.S.3.Su.a Explore a variety of story characters, settings, and actions. 
2nd Grade: 
TH.2.F.3.Pa.a Participate in class performance. 
3rd Grade: 
TH.3.S.2.Pa.a Explore tasks related to theatre. 
TH.3.O.1.Pa.a Attend to the action in a performance. 
TH.3.O.1.Pa.b Attend to costumes and makeup used in a play. 
TH.3.O.2.In.a Sequence the beginning, middle, and end of a performance. 
 

 

Teacher Lesson Plan 
Each group will have one or more writers, a director, 
actors, and various stage and prop persons. You can assign 
these duties or have the students sort things out amongst 
themselves. The different group acts can then be combined 
into a vaudeville-style variety show. Consider the venue in 
which the show will be performed. The classroom is one 
idea; or, better, the school auditorium. Assist students 
with props, makeup, and costumes. Most items can be found 
in the students’ homes or it can be easily obtained.· Help 
the students stage the show, guiding them in the creation 
of scenes and backdrops and the use of music, makeup and 
costumes. Arrange for them to have some rehearsal time 
and space. Lastly, there is the matter of the audience. 
Should this be staged for other students, parents, or the 
community? And how will it be advertised? Ultimately, this 
production can be as simple or as complicated as you wish! 

 

Now That's Comedy! 
Post-Show Activities for Comedic Performance 

 
1. Commericals. 
In groups of 2-4, develop a commercial for an invented 
product that does not actually exist (examples: a robot 



		Fantasy	Theatre	Factory					 	
6103	NW	7th	Avenue,	Miami,	FL	33127	

Phone:	(305)	284-8800	Email:	info@ftfshows.com	Website:	www.ftfshows.com	
that automatically dresses you on voice command, a 
foldable car, or a waffle maker and phone in one). Present 
a 30 second to 1 minute scene that displays the product, 
explains how it works, why it is important, how much it 
costs, and where to purchase the product. Perform the 
commercials in front of the class. 
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
TH.K.S.1.In.bParticipateinplay-acting. 
2nd Grade: 
TH.2.F.3.Pa.a Participate in class performance. 
3rd Grade: 
TH.3.S.2.Pa.a Explore tasks related to theatre. 
 
 
2.    Physical Comedy Activity: “The Magic Potion” 
This cause- and- effect activity is initially performed 
without dialogue or vocalization of any kind in an effort 
to produce effective communication through movements 
and facial expression. 
 

a) The instructor presents the class with an empty 
plastic bottle and announces that there is a magic 
potion 
inside. 

 
b) Students decide individually what effect the 
imaginary potion has on them. 

- Does the concoction transform the subject 
into a mouse? 

-Infuse the muscles with super strength? 
-Shrink the drinker? 
 

c) Students take turns on stage demonstrating, 
without verbalization, the  effect each potion has. 
 

 Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
TH.K.S.1.In.bParticipateinplay-acting. 

 
Evaluation and Class Discussion: The student audience 
observes the performances    and delivers an oral report 
on each outcome, offering instant feedback as to the 
effectiveness of their communicative skills. 
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
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3rd Grade: 
TH.3.C.2.Su.aRefinesimplepresentationsusingfeedbackfromothers.  
TH.3.S.1.In.c Critique a variety of simple theatrical productions using defined 
criteria. 
 
3. Tongue Twisters: 
Have students select a tongue twister to perform in front 
of the class. Watch for clear diction (can they be 
understood?) and projection (can they be heard?). Coach 
the students to develop a rhythm to their words and add 
expression. Once this is done, give each student three 
pieces of bubble gum and have them recite their tongue 
twister again while chewing the gum. Here are some sample 
tongue twisters: 

 
• I saw Esau sitting on a seesaw. I saw Esau; he saw me. 

 
• If you go for a gopher a gopher will go for a gopher hole. 

 
• I thought a thought. 

But the thought I thought wasn't the 
thought I thought I thought. 
If the thought I thought I thought had 
been the thought I thought, 
I wouldn't have thought so much. 

 
 

• A Tudor who tooted the flute 
tried to tutor two tooters to toot. 
Said the two to the tutor, 
"Is it harder to toot or 
to tutor two tooters to toot?" 

 
• A big black bug bit a big black bear and the big black bear bled 

blood. 
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
LA.K.2.1.Su.c Imitate rhythm in read-aloud poetry and songs.  
LA.K.2.1.Su.d Select materials to view or listen to for pleasure. 
LA.K.5.2.In.c Repeat auditory sequences (e.g., words, rhythmic pattern). 
LA.K.5.2.In.d Recite short poems, rhymes, and songs. 
 
 
 
 
 

Word Play, You Say 
Having Fun with Words 
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Comedy with a Twist of Lemon uses a form of wordplay 
called "puns" to make jokes. Take, for example, the title of 
the show. "Lemon" refers to either the fruit itself or the 
character Barnabus B. Lemon and his Lemon family 
members. A pun is defined by Webster as "the humorous use 
of a word, or of words which are formed or sounded alike 
but have different meanings, in such a way as to play on 
two or more of the possible applications; a play on words."  
 
There are different types of puns: 
 
Homographic puns make use of multiple meanings from a 
single spelling (e.g., "pen" for writing instrument or 
animal enclosure). These are also referred to as 
"antanaclasis". 
 
Homophonic puns use like sounds but with different 
spellings and meanings. This is also referred to as 
polyptoton. Examples of homophones are scent and sent, 
jeans and genes, waive and wave, and buy and bye. 
 

What is it that makes a good pun? 
 
Here are the recommended ingredients: 
          -Quick setup 
          -No proper names (listener might not recognize the 
name) 
          -Familiar references 
          -A pointed revelation (you should see the spark in 
the listeners' eyes as they 'get it') 
          -Maximum wordplay throughout. 
 

 

What is a Spoonerism? 
Named after Rev. W.A. Spooner (1844-1930), a distinguished 
Anglican clergyman and warden of New College, Oxford, 
England, a spoonerism is an unintentional interchange of 
sounds, usually initial sounds, in two or more 
words, often with a resultant comical 
effect.  
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Examples:  
"hush my brat" for "brush my hat"   
or   
"scoop of boy trouts" for "troop of boy scouts"   
or   
"I have a half-warmed fish in my mind" for "I have a half-
formed wish in my mind."  
 
Spooner was reportedly a nervous man who committed many 
of these verbal witticisms, albeit unintentionally. 
 
Sunshine State Standards Addressed: 
Kindergarten: 
.LA.K.2.1.Su.d Select materials to view or listen to for pleasure. 
LA.K.5.2.In.c Repeat auditory sequences (e.g., words, rhythmic pattern).. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Comedy with a Twist of Lemon  
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Teacher Evaluation 

 
Fantasy Theatre Factory is always evolving and growing, and we 
count on feedback from you, teachers, administrators, and 
students to help us move in directions where there is need. We 
would especially like to know which elements of the program 
were of value, interest, and significance to you and your 
students. What do your students remember most about the 
performance? Are there other books/stories that you would like 
to see offered through our In-school programs for future 
years?  
 
Please take a moment to fill in this evaluation sheet: 
 
School_________________________________________Grade Level___________________________ 
Name, Position________________________________________________________________________ 
How did you hear about us? _____________________________________________________ 
Your Comments: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form. 
Furthermore, we welcome letters, essays, and drawings from 
your students. Please enclose them and return to: 
  

Fantasy Theatre Factory 
6103 NW 7th Avenue, Miami, FL 33127  

(305)284-8800 
info@ftfshows.com                                 www.ftfshows.com 

 

 
 



		Fantasy	Theatre	Factory					 	
6103	NW	7th	Avenue,	Miami,	FL	33127	

Phone:	(305)	284-8800	Email:	info@ftfshows.com	Website:	www.ftfshows.com	

Comedy with a Twist of Lemon  
 

We love fan mail! Let us know your favorite part and how much 
you enjoyed the show. You can even draw a picture. We cannot 
wait to hear from you! 

Dear Fantasy Theatre Factory,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Friend,  

 

School:          Teacher: 

Show:          Date: 
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About Fantasy Theatre Factory 
 

Fantasy Theatre Factory, (FTF) is a professional touring theatre created in New York 
in 1977 by Ed Allen and Mimi Schultz, performing artists and teachers. FTF is 
currently headed by Producing Artistic Director Larry Fields. FTF presents theatre 
for diverse family audiences. FTF’s 16 touring educational shows appeal to pre-school, 
elementary, family, adult and senior audiences. FTF shows cover themes of: 
Children’s Literature, Reading, Ecology, Social Service, Black history, Bullying 
Prevention, Dance, English, and Music. FTF performs in rural and inner-city schools, 
theatres, parks, hospitals, community centers, and more. In this manner, Fantasy 
Theatre Factory presents more than 300 Florida programs reaching over 130,000 
people each year. Fantasy Theatre Factory’s mission is to make more quality theatre 
programs available to more people.   

 

Learn more by visiting FTF’s website @ 

www.ftfshows.com 

 

Also Check out FTF on Social Media @  

www.facebook.com/ftfshows, www.twitter.com/ftfshows www.instagram.com/ftfshows 

	

 

 

 


