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Whales Magic and Cheese.. Oh My! é;/’/}>

Teacher Guidelines
These Teacher Guidelines have been prepared in conjunction with Florida Sunshine State Standards.

Wlﬁaies, Magic and (ll'lecscJ oh Mgl was created bg Fantasy Theatre Factory to encourage a greater
interest in rcacling, clcvclop the imagjnation and to hclp children discover the confidence and self-
esteem theg need to overcome bu”ying. The program consists of a wide selection of award winning-
authors with stories gcarccl for graclcs Pre-K through 5th. The stories are brought to life bg talented
actors through magjc, puppetry, humor and costuming, Young audiences are entertained while lcarning
avaluable lesson; each book is Prcscntccl inclivicluallg by name and author.

(g

Whu Tell Stories to Children?

DcvclopmgAural Comprchcnsxon.

Storgtc”ing and reacling out Joud make it easier for children to understand and crjoy certain types of literature
which thcg might never read themselves. Why is this? As educators, we know that chilclren, goocl readers or poor,
need to have their rcacling interests cxPanclccl. Chilclren, like many ac]ults, will continue to read the same kind of
stories that thcg are currently accustomed to (i.e. horse stories or Fairy tales etc.) Throug}w storgte”ing and

rcacling out loud to children we can introduce them to a wider variety of literature.

Storgtc”ing can also help reduce the |ag between the child's rcacling ability and their caPacity to understand
litcraturc. For many children there is at lcast a three year difference between what they can comprchcncl when
listening and what thcg are capable of rcacling.

Fina"y, it makes rcacling seem easy and fun. Watching an adult read eFFortlcssly or recite a story with

amusement helps to make rcading an enviable skill.

BEFORE THE SHOW!




The most beneficial Prc-show activitg is to have the children read or listen to the stories used in each
program. i will benefit the program if children are familiar with each story. This stronglg reinforces the

concept of rcacling for meaning, for Plcasurc, for information and for cxPrcssion.

Books Featured in "Whales Magjc and Cheese, Oh My!":

ALLIGATOR BABY, by Robert Munsch
IFIHAD A GORILLA, by Mercer Mayer
BAD KITTY GETS A BATH by Nick Bruel
GO AWAY BIG GREEN MONSTER, by Ed Emberley
CAPTAIN AWESOME VERSUS NACHO CHEESE MAN, by Stan Kirby
WHALES ONSTILTS, bg M.T. Anderson
NOT YOUR TYPICAL DRAGON, by Dan Bar-el

%Class Discussion

1. What do the terms “P/ay” and “Live Theatre” mean?
2. Are there different kinds or sty/cs of theatre? How can we tell the difference?
3. How s live theatre different from TV or the movies?

(Answers may vary)

- Live theatre cannot be stoppecl to re-shoot a scene or fix mistakes.
- Live theatre involves the audience.
- The actors on stage can hear the audience!
4. What is an audience?
~Whatis the auclicnccs’job?
~ How should an audience behave?
5. What is an Actor? Can You name any actors?
~ An actor is someone who makes what is not real seem real.
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/ Activitg: “The Changing Plag”

- Have the class sit as thouglﬁ tlﬁcg were a grown up audience Watching a Plag.

- Have them changc their reactions as the imagjnary Plag changcs from comccly,

drama, Horror, Musical etc.

- Ask the class to Prctcnd to be a bad audience that is clistracting and imPolitc.

Then ask them to behave correctlg.

- Discuss the difference and create a Plan togcthcr for aPProPriatc theatre
behavior.

Sunshine State Standards Addressed:

1°! Grade:

TH.1.S.1.In.a Identify audience behavior required to attend a theatrical performance.
TH.1.S.1.Su.a Imitate an audience response to a theatrical production.




’ Activity: Help Sir George Find Crispin!
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Activitg: Write The Words That Go With The Pictures In the Poem:

Humpty Dumpty

ogoin.

Sunshine State Standards Addressed:
3rd Grade:
LA.3.2.1.In.c Identify words that describe people, objects, and feelings in poetry

4th Grade:
LA.4.2.1.In.c Identify general feelings and ideas communicated in poetry.
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'Activitgz Snugglc Packs!

Encourage Family involvement and Promotc reacling at home with these classroom made kits!
1. Sew your own or find 5to10 cloth [)ags big cnough to hold 3-5 books.
(A source for donated bags could be a ncarby grocery store, or your Jocal Pub/ic radio or TV station

that uses them as mcmbcrship Prcmiums.)

2. Make a card for each bag which lists the books contained in the bag.

3. Ask children to donate a sma”, clean stuffed animal for each bag.

4. Clcarlg number the outside of each bag.

5. Collect some spccial books and puta few books in each bag, magbe one subjcct per bag - humor, poetry,
tall talcs, scasonal, etc... The books should be a goocl lcngth fora reacling in one or two sittings.

6. Inside each bag Place a paper which asks the student to iclenthcg her or his favorite book in that bag and tell
alittle about the sub’cct, characters, setting and so forth.

7.Usea clipboard to hold a paper for chccking the bags out. These are called "SNUGGLE PACKS" and thcy
are only checked out on weekends with the intent of encouragjng families to “snugg|e~up and read some
goocl books togcthcr". When the children bring their Pack back on Monclag, they can receive extra credit
for turningin the "Favorite Book" form. The stuffed animal has proven to be a most important componcnt!

*For details on this and more rcading activities and lesson Io/ans check out these web sites!

www., Tcac/mct.com www.Nea.ory =4 WWW./([G’SI‘ cads.com

Sunshine State Standards Addressed:

Kindergarten:

LA.K.1.6.In.b Listen to and talk about stories

LA.K.1.7.In.c Identify characters, objects, and actions pictured in familiar read-aloud stories.
LA.K.2.1.In.d Select materials to view or listen to for pleasure.

1° Grade:

LA.1.2.1.Su.e Respond to read-aloud stories by contributing to a discussion and identifying familiar
characters objects, events, or setting and connecting to life experiences.

LA.1.5.2.In.c Listen attentively to read-aloud stories and poems.

2" Grade:

LA.2.2.1.In.b Identify characters, settings, actions, and events in read-aloud prose

39 Grade:

LA.3.2.1.In.e Respond to a read-aloud literature selection by relating the main idea or events to life
experiences.
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LA.3.2.1.In.h Select a variety of fiction materials to listen to or read, based on interest and teacher
recommendations, to continue building a core foundation of knowledge.

Activity: Jojo’s Story

Jojo wanted to stop rcacling books because someone at school made fun of him. He tlﬁougl'ﬁ: if he
could do notl']ing butjust Plag the same video games that the Popular kids Play, his buﬂy would leave
him alone.
o Student Wellness

Wlﬁg was Jojo makinga poor choice bg dccicling to Plag video games all clag?

Wlﬁg did Mendel call reacling and books “magical”?

What made Jojo change his mind? Whg?

What do you think haPPcnecl when cho went back to school and saw the bullg?

o Wriﬁng
Write an cxpositorg Paragraph about what makes you different and sPccial.
o Art

Have each child choose a nickname of their iiking. On construction paper cut-outs,
have them write their nicknames. String them on yarn and wear them. Allow them to
use these nicknames all claH.

Sunshine State Standards Addressed:

Kindergarten:

LA.K.2.1.In.a Contribute to a discussion about a read-aloud story.

LA.K.5.2.In.e Communicate effectively when relating experiences.

1° Grade:

LA.1.5.2.In.e Communicate effectively about experiences and stories.

2" Grade:

LA.2.2.1.In.c Identify words and images that in stories and poems that evoke feelings such as happiness or
surprise.



LA.2.2.1.In.d Contribute to a discussion connecting characters, setting, or events in read-aloud stories to life
experiences.

39 Grade:

LA.3.2.1.In.b Identify characters, settings, main problem, and sequence of events in fiction.

LA.3.3.1.In.b Identify the purpose for writing (e.g., inform, tell a story).

Activity: Character Interviews
1. Write the names of the main Characters in Whales Magjc and Chccsc, oh My.’ on the chalkboard.

2. Talk about how character traits reveal how each character looks, acts and feels.

3. Have students work in pairs. One will Portray the role of their chosen character and the other student will Play a
rcPortcr conducting an interview,

4. Instruct each Pair to clcvelop qucstions for the interview. Thcg need to focus on character traits.
5. Give students time to practicc the interview.

6. Using the Prcparecl questions, each reporter will interview the character for the whole class or in groups of 6to
8 students.

*Variation: Each student can be a character, then answer qucstions directed from the class.

Sunshine State Standards Addressed:

Kindergarten:

TH.K.S.1.In.b Participate in play-acting.

TH.K.S.1.Pa.b Interact with others

TH.K.S.2.In.a Imitate movements and expressions of familiar story characters.
TH.K.S.3.In.a Explore a variety of story characters.

1° Grade:

TH.1.0.2.In.a Describe, in words or a picture, a major event in a story.
2" Grade:

TH.2.C.1.Su.a Identify a character in a story

TH.2.C.2.In.b Pretend to be someone or something else.
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Hmmm . . . All of these faces
are smiling. We can't have that.
We need expressions!

We need EMOTIONS!
Emotions make the characters

in our comics seem real.

7

Surprised Serious Sad

Angry

InLove

Puzzled Overjoyed



- EXERCISE -

You guessed it YOUR TURNI! Using the faces on the opposite page
as models, try giving these empty shapes some emotion.

006Y

Surprised Serious

: i: In Love

Puzzled Angry Overjoyed

Ready for a challenge? Now try putting some emotions we nave NOT reviewed on to
these shapes!

O A

Sleepy Nauseous

k Bruel :

© Nic!
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Fantasy Theatre Factory
6101 NW 7th Ave #79, Miami, FL 33127
(305) 284-8800
Email: info@ftfshows.com Web Site: www.ftfshows.com
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< About Fantasg Theatre l:actorg ;

Fantasy Theatre Factory (FTF) is a Proyccssional touringthcatrc created in New
York in1977 bg Ed Allen and Mimi Schultz, Pchorming artists and teachers. FTFis
currcntig headed bg Producing Artistic Director Larry Fields. FTF presents
theatre for diverse i:amilg audiences. FTF’s 16 touring educational shows aPPcal
to Prc~school, clcmcntary, Family, adult and senior audiences. FTF shows cover
themes of: Children’s Literature, Rcacling, Ecologg, Social Service, Black l'iistory,
Bu”ging Prevention, Dance, Engiish, and Music. FTF Pchorms in rural and inner-
city schools, theatres, Parks, l'iosPitais, community centers, and more. In this
manner, Fantasg Theatre Factory Prcscnts more than 300 Fioricia programs
rcacl'iing over 150,000 Pcople each year. Fantasy Theatre Factorg’s mission is to
make more cluality theatre programs available to more Pcopic.

| earn more bg visiting FTF’s website @

WWW.‘Ft‘FSl’]OWS.COm

Also Check out FTF on Social Media @

www.facebook.com/fitfshows, www.twitter.com/ftfshows

www.instagram.com/i:bFshows




JWhaks Magjc and Cheese... Oh Myl\tb}

Teacher Evaluation

Fantasy Theatre Factorg is aiways cvolving and growing, and we count on feedback from you,
teachers, administrators, and students to hclP us move in directions where there is need. We
would esPccia"g like to know which elements of the program were of value, interest, and
signi{:icance to you and your students.

what do your students remember most about the Pchormancc’?

Are there other books/ stories that you would like to see offered through our In-school programs for
future 3cars?

Please take a moment to fill in this evaluation sheet:

School_ Grade
Level

Name,
Position
Your Comments:

Thank Yyou for t:a/<ing the time to fill out this form. On the fo//owing page, we have a letter to copy and hand out

after the P/ay. We welcome /cttcrs, €s5aYs, and drawings from your students. Please enclose them also and return
to:



Fantasy Theatre Factory
6103 NW 7th Avenue, Miami, FL. 33127
(305) 284-8800 www.ftfshows.com

@%Whalcs Magjc and Cheese... Oh Mgl@%

We love fan mail! Let us know your favorite part and how much you enjoyed the show. You can even
draw a picture. We cannot wait to hear from youl

Dear Fantasy Theatre Factory,

Your Friend,

School: Teacher:
Show: Date:



